Obituary: Patricia (Patsy) Linton

Patsy Linton, a tertiary for over 50 years, died on 7 February 2017 aged
90. An outspoken, some might say blunt lady, Patsy didn't mince words
and didn’t suffer fools gladly. But she was kindness itself and was,
towards the end of her life when she couldn’t get out and about, always
delighted to receive visitors — particularly members of the Third Order.

Patsy was the archetypal vicar’s wife — hardworking, loyal support and
helpmate. She was a staunch member of the Mothers’ Union, having
been a member since 1949. She was a most generous hostess and could
always find a bed and a bite to eat for anyone who turned up at the
vicarage - especially fellow tertiaries. Right to the end of her life Patsy
hosted the meetings of the Hexham Small Group and there was always
cake and scones - freshly baked. The Small Group recently met for the
first time since her death and everyone contributed a thought for this
Obituary - her smile, her wit, her stubbornness, her very private nature
- she was a linguist able to speak several languages including Swedish,
German, French and Danish - the list could go on.

Patsy’s funeral took place at Hexham Abbey and was attended by many
members of the Newcastle Area Third Order. She had planned the
service herself and it very much reflected her character and her
spirituality. The hymns speak of her commitment and her steadfast faith
- "0 thou who camest from above”, “Firmly I believe and truly” and that
great Easter hymn “Jesus lives, thy terrors now can no longer death
appal us” Her grandson Tom read from Revelations 21 and the Rector of
Hexham, Canon Dagmar Winter gave the address.

In her address Canon Winter spoke of a time several years ago when she
was curate at Hexham, living a few doors down from Patsy, now in
retirement with her husband Joe. Patsy was for many years very
outspoken against the ordination of women - so how would she take to
the ministry of this young female curate? Not easily at first — but Dagmar
revealed that one day a note from Patsy was pushed through her
letterbox which said simply “I've changed my mind”. At the end of her
life Patsy was anointed by Dagmar; it was Dagmar who conducted her
funeral and it was Dagmar who laid her finally to rest in the churchyard
at Beltingham where Joe her late husband had been vicar for more than
30 years. Her headstone will bear the simple inscription — Patricia Linton,
tssf.

May she rest in peace and rise in glory.



